Course Syllabus
MAT 0028C – Developmental Mathematics II 
Summer Term, 2012

Course Description
· Prerequisite: Minimum grade of C in MAT 0018C or appropriate score on approved assessment.
· This college-preparatory course is designed to supplement the algebraic background of students prior to taking certain courses at the college level.
· Topics include sets, fundamental operations with polynomials, linear equations and inequalities with applications, factoring and its use in algebra, introduction to graphing of linear equations, introduction to radicals, and the use of calculators.
Instructor
· Name:
Doris (Lindy) Holloway
· Phone:
 407-582-1720
· E-mail address:  dholloway10@mail.valenciacollege.edu
· I will respond to emails within 24 hours of receiving an inquiry except on weekends or holidays.

· Office & Hours:  Math Lab 7-240 
· Tuesday:  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
· Wednesday:  12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
· Thursday:  1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
· Friday:  8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

· Saturday:  10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

· By appointment:

· Tuesday:  before 1:30 p.m.

· Thursday:  before 1:00 p.m.
Required Materials
· Text:  Elementary Algebra, Carson/Jordan, 3rd  edition 

· Calculator:  In an effort to increase your skills in the use of technology, this course will include some activities to introduce the proper use of scientific calculators.  If you plan to continue studying mathematics, you might consider purchasing a TI-84 Plus graphing calculator now, as it is the most frequently used model in the “Gordon Rule” math courses.  If you are receiving financial aid it may be possible to utilize some of your funds to purchase your calculator.  Check with the financial aid office for more information. Calculators are not allowed on homework, quizzes, tests, Lab exercises, Mastery tests, the Final Exam, nor the State Competency Exam.
· MyMathLab Student Access Redemption Card or Student Access Kit for Course Compass:  The Redemption Card is included with new textbook purchase.  If you choose to purchase a used textbook you will need to purchase a MyMathLab student access kit from the bookstore.
· Miscellaneous Supplies:

· 3-ring binder
· Dividers (8-tab)

· Loose leaf paper

· Graphing paper
Valencia I.D. Cards

· Valencia I.D. cards are required for Library, Testing Center, and Instructional Media Center usage.

· No other form of I.D. at those locations will be accepted. 

College Preparatory Mathematics Competencies
The state of Florida and Valencia Community College want students exiting college prep mathematics to possess and demonstrate certain competencies.  To successfully complete this course you must demonstrate the following competencies on an examination administered near the end of the course.

· Simplify Numeric Expressions

· Simplify Exponential Expressions

· Simplify Algebraic Expressions

· Perform Arithmetic Operations with Polynomials

· Simplify Square Roots of Monomials

· Solve Linear Equations

· Solve Linear Inequalities

· Graph and Interpret Linear Equations

· Set Up and Solve Word Problems

· Factor Polynomials

· Simplify Algebraic Fractions

· Solve Quadratic Equation

Valencia Core Competencies
Valencia Community College wants graduates to possess and demonstrate a set of global competencies including the ability to THINK, COMMUNICATE, VALUE AND ACT.  In an effort to help you acquire and improve your ability to demonstrate the competencies this course will include activities that require you to:

· Think clearly, critically and creatively.

· Communicate with others in written and verbal form.

· Make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitments.

· Act purposefully, reflectively and responsibly.
Resources
· Your instructor is interested in your success in this class.  Please ask questions regularly!

· Many students of algebra find it extremely helpful to form study groups with their classmates.  This practice is highly recommended.

· The West Campus Math Center is in building 7, room 240.  There you will find Valencia math department staff, peer tutors, study rooms and other comfortable work areas for study group meetings, computer-based tools as available for your text, and support materials for check-out with your Valencia College identification card. The hours are as follows:

· Monday through Thursday - 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
· Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.

· Saturday – 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

· Math Connections, located inside the Math Center, room 7-255, is a learning community for increasing mastery of the math competencies associated with your course.  Various instructors work with and coach community members according to the schedule posted on the Math Connections window.  Visit early; visit often!
· Hands on Math is another resource room located inside the Math Center.  There you can use games and activities to help you master the concepts being taught in this course.
Class Policies
· Attendance and Assignments
· You are expected to attend every class meeting, unless an illness or emergency makes it impossible for you to do so.  In that case you are to email the instructor before class advising her of your absence.
· Absences are excused solely at the discretion of the instructor, who may require that you prove the existence of extenuating circumstances before excusing any absence(s).
· You are responsible for any information and/or assignments given during class, whether you are present or not.  

· In-class activities cannot be “made up.”  If you are absent on a day that an in-class activity occurs for credit, your grade is likely to be adversely affected.
· Homework will be checked at the beginning of every class.

· Portfolios will be checked at the end of every chapter on the day of the class exam.

· Late assignments will not be accepted.
· You are expected to be in class on time, and to remain in class for the entire period unless permission to leave early has been granted by the instructor.  It is disruptive to arrive or depart while class is in session.
· Beginning the 2nd week of classes, if you arrive more than 10 minutes late you will be marked Absent for that day.
· If you have three (3) unexcused absences you are subject to being withdrawn.
· Conduct 

· You are encouraged to actively participate and ask pertinent questions during class.  Courtesy will be observed at all times.

· Your attitude will greatly affect your ability to succeed in this course.  It will also affect your classmates’ attitudes should you choose to participate in class discussions.  Always consider this carefully before you speak or act.
· Cell phones (including texting, surfing the web, tweeting, etc.), pagers, or other devices that are audible are not permitted to be on during class.  Unplug yourself and make the most of class time!  Personal electronic devices disrupt your learning as well as the learning of other students.
· To create a good environment for learning, avoid sidebar conversations with other students while work is being done at the board, rude comments or remarks, raised voices or confrontational comments.  Follow instructions given by your instructor, who serves as your classroom manager.
· Please refrain from eating during class because it is disturbing to the instructor and disruptive to your classmates.
· If your actions in class are deemed by your instructor to be disruptive, you will be asked to leave class immediately.  If you are ever asked to leave class, you may be permitted to return to future class meetings after consultation with your instructor outside of class.  You may also be required to arrange a conference with another college official before attending class again.
· As you will be communicating with the instructor as well as your classmates via email please review and observe the following rules of Netiquette:

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
Academic Honesty  
· All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia College. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, acts or attempted acts of plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, facilitating academic dishonesty, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.

· All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students' individual thoughts, research, and self-expression.  Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged.

· Honesty and integrity reward you in many ways, including avoidance of the grade of zero that is assigned to any student who cheats on any test or assignment.

Testing
· You must complete each test within the time allotted during the class period.  

· Every test score will be used in the computation of your progress test average.  There are no “dropped” test scores.

· If you have excused absences for more than one progress test, you will be given make-up tests according to a schedule specified by your instructor for all but the first progress test missed.  

· It is your responsibility to make a timely request for an excused absence should you miss a test.  If you do not request an excused absence for a missed test, or your request for an excused absence is denied, you will receive a zero on that test.  An absence may be excused only in the case of a documented extreme emergency.
· All materials in your work area during testing, including electronic memory, are subject to thorough and unannounced inspection by the instructor.
· All students will complete Test Corrections according to the guidelines on page 7 of this syllabus.

· Failure to take the Comprehensive Final Exam will result in a grade of F.
Lab Component
· This class has a required lab component designed to maximize your learning experience by reinforcing concepts learned in class and complementing your course work.

· The lab component will count for 15% of your course grade.  Visit the Math Center’s Open Lab in 7-240 for a minimum of 50 minutes per week, document your time properly on an in-lab computer, and work with Lab Instructors as directed to earn your lab grade.  
· There is a Mastery for each chapter with a minimum passing score of 80%. 
· The Mastery for each chapter is due the same day as the class test before class time.  

· The Open Lab hours are:  

· Monday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
· Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
· Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Computer/Equipment Use Policy

· Use of computers in the Business, IT, and Public Service classrooms at Valencia College is restricted to those activities designated by the instructor to enhance the class materials.  Any other use is strictly forbidden.  Inappropriate use includes, but is not limited to:

· Use of computer to send E-mail or access Internet sites not specifically assigned in class.

· Use of computer for job, internship, homework, or other activities not assigned in class.

· Modifying any hardware or software system configuration or setting.

· Activities not in accordance with the Valencia Student Code of Conduct.

· Use of computers in the departmental open lab is limited to those activities involved with preparing homework or coursework in this department and is subject to the same restriction as listed above.

· Computer use is remotely monitored.  Any student using computers inappropriately may be subject to dismissal from class or banishment from lab.  Subsequent offense may be sent to the campus administration for further disciplinary action.
Withdrawal
· The deadline for withdrawing from class with a grade of “W,” if you are eligible to do so, is June 29, 2012 for Summer Full term classes.
· During the first or second attempt in the same course at Valencia, if you withdraw or are withdrawn by the professor, before the Withdrawal Deadline, you will receive a W (Withdrawn), you will not receive credit for the course, and the W will not be calculated in your grade point average; however, the enrollment will count in your total attempts in the specific course.  
· A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy. A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W”.

· If you do not withdraw prior to the Withdrawal Deadline or fail to take the required final examination, the professor will assign your grade based on your performance in the course at the time of withdrawal.  
· A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.
· Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”
· For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75.
Course Grade Determination
· The State Competency Exam is required of all MAT0028C students.  Students must pass this exam with a score of 80% (24 correct out of 30).  The passing of this test is necessary but not sufficient for passing MAT0028C.  
· If a student fails the State Competency Exam on the first attempt, he/she may be considered for a 2nd attempt on the following conditions:

· Must have scored at least 18 correct out of 30 on the first attempt, and
· Must have a 70% or higher class average going into the Exam.

· For students who pass the State Competency Exam with a score of 80% or better the course grade is determined as follows:

Component


Weight 

Chapter Tests


60%

Comprehensive Final Exam
15%
Lab Attendance/Mastery
15%

Portfolio/Homework

10%

· The following scale will be used for graded assignments as well as for computation of the course grade:

90 - 100%


A

80 - 89.9%


B

70 - 79.9%


C

60 - 69.9%


D

Below 60%


F
· Scores on all tests and assignments will be rounded to the nearest percent.  End-of-term averages are rounded to the nearest tenth of a percent.
· Partial credit on tests and assignments is sometimes given, when appropriate, solely at the discretion of the instructor.
· Failure to take the Comprehensive Final Exam will result in a grade of F.

· Grades will not be disclosed over the telephone or via e-mail, except through your Atlas account.  

· You must meet with the instructor if you wish to discuss your grade.
· All assignment grades for this course may be viewed at any time in Blackboard under My Grades.
Special Accommodations
· Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of  class.
· The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (West Campus SSB 102, extension 1523).
Student Behavioral Health Assistance

· BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling 800-878-5470.
· Valencia students can get immediate help with a wide range of issues including stress, anxiety, depression, adjustment difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as relationship problems.
Changes in the syllabus, schedule, and/or assignments for this class may be made at the discretion of your instructor.
TEST CORRECTIONS GUIDELINES
All incorrect problems must be completed according to the steps below.  One (1) point will be added to the corresponding Chapter Test score for each correct answer.

1.  Test corrections are to be completed on the right half of your test worksheet.  Do not correct your original work.

2.  Explain why you got the problem wrong and how you will correct it.

3.  Correct the problem showing all steps and all work.  Your work must support your answer.
4.  Repeat Steps 2 – 3 for each problem you got wrong on the test.

5.  Go to Math Connections for help with any concepts you still do not understand, for assistance with the corrections, and to check your answers.
6.  Test Corrections are to be turned in the next class period after the test has been returned to you.  For example, if a test is graded and returned to you on Monday the Test Corrections are due on Wednesday. 
What It Takes To Be Successful In This Course
1.  Time – Attend every class and expect to spend a minimum of 6 hours each week outside of class.

2.  Patience – The only way to learn mathematics is to practice, practice, practice.  It’s okay to make mistakes but determine to learn from those mistakes and devote the time it takes to do so.

3.  Prepare – Be prepared for class by reading the sections to be covered before coming to class.

4.  Homework - Completion of homework on a regular basis is crucial to your success in this course.  Problems from the text will be assigned for completion before each class meeting.  
5.  Actively Participate - Take notes and ask questions in class.

6.  Group study – Students who study with classmates typically perform better than their counterparts who choose to work independently.

7.  Spend time in the Math Center – A minimum of 50 minutes per week is required.  More is better.

8.  Seek help for any and all assignments at the first sign of trouble.

9.  Manage distractions – Keep your eye on the goal of passing this class.  

10.  Attitude – Keep telling yourself you can do this.

11.  Have some fun with it.
MAT 0028C DEVELOPMENTAL MATH II CONTRACT
I have read and understand the format of this course and the policies described in the syllabus. I acknowledge that failure to comply with the terms of the syllabus may affect my success in this class.

Print Name: ___________________________

Signature: ____________________________

Date: ________________________________
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